
LATTICE TOP

POST
CAP

TRADITIONAL
4" x 4" POST

1" x 6" FENCE
BOARDS

5' OR 6' LONG

FOOTING

HERITAGE
DESIGN

FENCE BRACKETS

OPTIONAL
6' x 6" POST

THIRD RAIL 
RECOMMENDED 

ON FENCES 
OVER 48" HIGH

POST CAP

2" x 4" RAIL

BOARD ON BOARD
DESIGN

TRADITIONAL
DESIGN

IRON TOP

HORIZONTAL  BOARD

Earth/Gravel
Alternate layers of 
compacted pea, gravel and 
compacted earth to backfill 
around the post.

Expanding Backfill
Compacted pea or crushed 
gravel base with expanding 
backfill. The surface of 
the cured backfill may be 
covered with earth.

Ground Stake
The spike is 
pounded directly 
into the ground. 
The fence post is 
bolted into the 
socket.

Concrete
Pea or crushed gravel base with 
concrete footing. Surface of 
concrete sloped away from post.

Screw Pile
The screw pile 
threads directly 
into the ground. 
The fence post is 
bolted into the 
saddle.

COMPACTED
PEA GRAVEL

CONCRETE

TUBE
FORM

COMPACTED
PEA GRAVEL

COMPACTED
EARTH

COMPACTED
PEA GRAVEL

EXPANDING
BACKFILL

EARTH

FOOTING OPTIONS

All lumber is pressure treated.  
Rail cap width should match post width.  
Pressure treated lumber requires pressure treated lumber compatible fasteners and brackets.
®CO-OP and design trademark are registered trademarks of TMC Distributing Ltd., Saskatoon  S7K 3M9.

WOOD FENCE Guide

TOP CAP

BOARD ON BOARD

FLAT TOP 

DOG EAR

Posts holes should be dug at 
least 36 inches deep or half 
the fence height, whichever 
is greater, plus six inches for 
base gravel.



1. 
Check before you dig and request a line locate 
from

 your local utility service providers. 

2. 
Ensure the fence location is in com

pliance  
w

ith all ordinances.

3. 
Stake out the planned location of the fence  
in your yard.

4. 
D

eterm
ine the post and gate locations. Post 

spacing should not exceed 8’. G
ate openings 

should be at least 36” w
ide.

5. 
M

easure the fence and m
ake a dim

ensionally 
accurate sketch on the grid. Be sure to show

  
post and gate locations.

6. 
Fill in the m

aterials list on the right. CO
-O

P
® 

H
om

e Centre staff can assist w
ith this.

7. 
Consider the tools involved.  
The follow

ing m
ay be required:

• 
G

loves
• 

Safety glasses
• 

Tape m
easure

• 
Stakes

• 
String

• 
Sledgeham

m
er

• 
Line level

• 
Posthole auger

• 
Level

• 
Tam

ping bar
• 

Shovel
• 

W
heelbarrow

• 
Circular saw

• 
Jig saw

• 
D

rill/driver
• 

Bits
• 

Square
• 

W
renches
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= 1’ x 1’

Fence Style:  ____________________
D

ate:  __________________

Custom
er: ______________________

Phone: _________________________

Co-op #
: _______________

Em
ail: __________________________

G
ATE KIT

PU
LL &

 LATCH

PO
ST CAPS

LATTICE

G
ATE IN

SERTS

TO
PPER

W
O

O
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 PRESERVATIV
E

STAIN

FO
O

TIN
G

S

PO
STS

RAILS

FEN
CE BRACKETS

FEN
CE BO

ARD
S

FASTEN
ERS

(N
AILS, SCREW

S, BO
LTS)

Q
TY

CO
ST

ACCESSO
RIES

The inform
ation contained here is m

eant for general guidance. This is not a final design or plan. You are responsible for 
code approval and the final design. Check w

ith a building code official or a building expert to m
ake sure that the m

aterials 
and construction m

ethods show
n m

eet local codes and conditions and are suitable to your situation. CO
-O

P assum
es  no 

responsibility for the correct use of this inform
ation. Before starting construction, a professional should exam

ine all plans.


